Intestinal ischemia complicating ascending aortic dissection: first things first.
Typically acute dissections of the ascending aorta are considered operative emergencies with delays in treatment potentially resulting in considerable morbidity and mortality. However, occasionally associated unstable or poorly defined problems (such as neurologic impairment or end-organ ischemia) may warrant further investigation and possible treatment to facilitate safe aortic repair. We present a case of acute ascending aortic dissection associated with an intra-abdominal vascular and enteric catastrophe that was successfully managed prior to aortic repair.